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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 1902 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CO 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S INVITATION TO FOREIGN MINISTER 

REF: BOGOTA 1534 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER SUMMONED ME TO HIS OFFICE 
THIS AFTERNOON TO INFORM ME THAT, IN SPITE OF THE 
INDICATION HE HAD GIVEN ME EARLIER (REFTEL) HE WILL 

NOT RPT NOT BE ABLE TO GO TO WASHINGTON DURING THE MONTH OF 
MARCH BECAUSE OF THE MARCH 23 PRESIDENTIALMEETING 
IN PANAMA AND THE PREPARATIONS REQUIRED THEREFOR. 

HE SAID HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE AT ANY TIME FROM APRIL 1 
ON AND HE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF THE SECRETARY COULD 
INDICATE TO HIM WHAT DATES WOULD BE CONVENIENT TO THE 
SECRETARY. HE SAID HE WOULD GIVE TO ME FOR TRANSMITTAL 
A WRITTEN REPLY TO THE SECRETARY'S INVITATION (STATE 
28254) IN THE SENSE OF THE ABOVE. IN THE MEANTIME, HE 
WANTED ME TO FORWARD THIS INFORMATION IMMEDIATELY TO 
WASHINGTON SINCE HE HAD HAD TO CHANGE THE 
AVAILABILITY DATES DUE TO THE PANAMA MEETING. 

2. COMMENT. I KNOW THAT THIS COMPLICATES MATTERS 
GIVEN THE SECRETARY'S TRIP, WHICH I PRESUME WILL 
BE IN APRIL.HOWEVER, I URGE THAT WE MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO SET A TIME IN APRIL AND THE SOONER 

THE BETTER. HAVING TAKEN THE INITIATIVE, WE DO 
HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO CARRY THROUGH AS PROMPTLY 
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AS WE CAN. 
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